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them Our Lady of Guadalupe, Because 

Claudette, Impossible Moon, and the jacket 
art for Hurricane Child. Her work is inspired 
by Southern folk artists. Early in her career, 

she explored abstract painting but soon 
began to concentrate on figurative form 
mixed with emotion and expressionistic 
narrative. Engel lives in Houston, Texas.

A magnificently illustrated picture book biography 
of Barack Obama : a tireless organizer, a brilliant 
orator, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, and the first 
Black president of the United States of America. 

Before he became the president, Barack Obama was a little boy called 
Barry. Amid a happy childhood in Hawaii and Indonesia, he also yearned 

for a better understanding of Black history and culture, and a better 
sense of his own identity as a Black American. Spurred by conversations 
around race, injustice, and inequality, he became a community organizer, 

practiced civil rights law, and was elected to the US Senate. “Yes 
we can!” became a rallying cry for his message of hope and change 
throughout the 2008 presidential election—which resulted in Barack 

Obama becoming the first Black president of the United States.

This addition to the highly acclaimed Big Words series  
celebrates one of the most inspiring American leaders of our time.  
With evocative illustrations by award-winning artist Tonya Engel,  

Doreen Rappaport’s richly detailed narrative employs rousing  
quotes from Obama himself and encourages young readers to 
investigate who they are and who they might one day become.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
AND ILLUSTRATOR

DOREEN RAPPAPORT has written 
numerous award-winning books for 

children, including Freedom Ship and  
The School Is Not White (both illustrated by 
Curtis James); Martin’s Big Words: The Life 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Caldecott 

Honor Book and Coretta Scott King Honor 
Book; and Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of 
Abraham Lincoln, illustrated by Kadir Nelson.  

She lives and writes in upstate New York.  
Find her at doreenrappaport.com.
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